
  

Adult English: 
Key to Success for the Whole Family 

 

The Adult English Language and Literacy program at Grace Place produces results for the 
whole family.  Our emphasis is on family literacy for a simple reason ï research confirms that 
comprehensive family literacy programs like ours provide an effective, long-term approach to 
breaking the interrelated cycles of poverty and low literacy skills. 
 

Angelôs family has learned this life lesson at Grace Place.  Angelôs wife and children attended 
Bright Beginnings classes two years ago.  The children are now enrolled in the After School 
program and Dolores volunteers every week as a translator to help others in the programs at Grace 
Place.  As a result of the recession, Angel lost his good job and now works the night shift at Wal-
Mart.  He spends his days at Grace Place, helping with Dolores on Mondays and taking English 
classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  He has a reputation for never missing an opportunity to 
improve his reading, writing and grammar skills to prepare himself for better job opportunities.   
 

Parents improving their English skills to provide for their family, to help their children in school and 
in life, and to become involved in the community in positive ways is what family literacy is all about 
at Grace Place.  The educational barriers these parents overcome are staggering: 15% of the 
adult students are illiterate in even their native language and almost 70% have less than a 
5th grade education level.   

The good news isé with your support, over 120 adults are attending weekly classes with 

31 trained volunteer teachers.  We continue to need your support ð your gift of time, talent, 

or financial resources will help us continue this essential work which will make a difference 

in the lives of these families ð and our whole community ð for years to come.   THANK YOU! 
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"A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives 
water, will get water."      Proverbs 11:25 
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A generous gift from an òangeló donor has  enabled Grace Place to 
purchase 5 licenses for adult students to learn English using the 
Rosetta Stone language program in our computer lab.  Rosetta Stone 
is the world-wide leader in language learning and we are pleased to be 
able to provide this individualized instruction to our students as a 
supplement to their weekly small-group classes.  Volunteer assistants 
are needed, if interested please contact Diane at 455-2707. 

Dear friends, 
 

The Rock Climbing Wall that the Sheriffõs Department set up at 
our Christmas Party was a big hit this year!  Eager children and 

youth lined up to try to scale the 
30 foot wall:  grasping for a 
handhold to pull themselves 
ever upward, stretching for 
meager footholds, clinging 
precariously to each slight 
achievement.  As each child 
attempted to reach the top, a 
secure harness provided the 
necessary safety and support 
and the crowd below shouted 
their encouragement. 
 

I couldnõt help but think that 
this was a perfect picture of 
what Grace Place is all about. 
The at-risk children and 

impoverished families we serve are trying to scale overwhelming 
barriers to reach their goals in school and work and life.  Often they 
are stretching beyond their limits and clinging precariously.  Yet, at 
Grace Place, the footholds and handholds have been moved to within 
reach, the essentials of safety and support have been provided, and 
friends and mentors surround each student with encouragement. 
 

As I was also challenged to scale the wall, I thought of all that Grace 
Place has achieved as an organization in our first few years.  We too 
have overcome great obstacles and have stretched beyond what 
seemed possible to become a significant agency serving our 
neighbors in need and a vital link in making our community a better, 
stronger and safer place for all.   
 

I hope as you read about our accomplishments and our plans for 
the future, you will continue to be part of our 
achievements ð climbing along with us, 
providing the security and support, and 
cheering (and praying) for us. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Rev. Stephanie Munz Campbell 
Executive Director 
 

Letter from the DirectorLetter from the Director  

The Food Pantry continues to be a vital link in meeting the basic 
needs of the most underserved and vulnerable children and 
families in our community.  Every Friday families line up to receive a 
simple bag of groceries along with fresh produce and bakery products 
as well as a smile, a hug, a kind word and a book for the children. In 
2010, we gave away over 6,500 bags of groceries (over 800,000 
pounds of food).  In addition, Grace Place assisted with several Mobile 
Food Pantry events and we are a distribution site for Kids Against 
Hunger. 
 

You can help be a part of this weekly miracle: 

 Organize a food drive collection in your church, neighborhood, or 
community organization (we often run out of cereal, dry milk, canned 

meats, canned fruits). 

 Donate funds directly to the Harry Chapin Food Bank. And when 
you mark your donation with òGrace Placeó we will be able to 

purchase food at significantly reduced rates. 

 Volunteer to harvest backyard citrus and other fruits by contacting 

Naples Harvest at http://www.naplesharvest.com 

Food PantryFood Pantry  

   

Rosetta Stone Language LabRosetta Stone Language Lab  

Adult students in our English 
classes now have the 
opportunity to study and 
prepare for citizenship! 
Volunteer Dave Spencer, who is 
a retired educator, has informally 
helped several students at 

Grace Place attain their citizenship. Now Dave has  developed a 
course of study teaching all parts of the reading, writing and civics 
included in the application process, as well as practice for the oral 
interview. With a matching grant from Google, Dave has been able to 
provided four i-Pads for students to use in their studies! 

U.S. Citizenship ClassesU.S. Citizenship Classes  
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The Campaign for Grace Place is officially underway and 
the excitement continues to build as evidence of our future 
vision starts to emerge!  With a total goal of $7.375 million over 
the next four years, the Campaign actually consists of 3 major 
components which are well underway: 
 

Program/Operating Fund (2011-2014) $2.875 mil 
We are already successfully funding a yearly budget of $550,000.  
Commitments to fund this yearly budget along with modest growth 
over four years will enable us to accomplish our strategic plan to 
double the number of people served. 
 

Capital Expansion Fund $3.5 mil 
$1.970 mil has been raised to date toward this Capital goal.  
Achievement of this goal will enable us to accomplish the followingé 
 

 Campus Purchase 

 Renovation of the Sanctuary building to a Multi-Purpose building 

 Completion of extensive Site Development work  

 Addition of a New Building (Classrooms, Offices & Media Center) 

 
Endowment Fund $1.0 mil  (Legacy For The Future)  
An endowment fund will ensure the stability to sustain our programs 
for years to come. Bequests, Planned Giving, and gifts to an 
Endowment Fund, are ways to give us the deep, life-sustaining roots 
necessary to grow a strong and healthy future. 
 

Much behind-the-scenes work has been underway including 
full Board and Staff participation in developing a Strategic Plan, 
completion of a professional Feasibility Study, establishment of a 
Campaign Committee and a Building Committee, and significant 
leadership giving.  The enthusiasm of so many participants has 
already generated a groundswell of interest and commitment. 
 

More visible work has been accomplished including the 
closing on the purchase of our campus and the addition of 
Development Manager Trudy Slean in September of 2010, and the 
creation of a new office and two temporary classrooms in the 
Sanctuary building in January of 2011.  Complete renovations of the 
Sanctuary building into a Multi-Purpose building are eagerly 
anticipated for Summer 2011, providing much-needed new classroom 
space for the 2011-2012 school year programs. 

Plans and Progress 
Latest Developments in òThe Campaign for Grace Placeó 

Learn more about our PLANS & PROGRESS...  
or if you have any additional thoughts or questions, please feel free to contact me at anytime.  Both Stephanie and I 
welcome the opportunity to talk with you personally about any aspect of the Campaign, our goals going forward, and 
how you can be part of making our vision a reality. 
 

This is such an exciting time for Grace Place and I look forward to sharing the experience with you! And as 
they say in the News business... òStay tuned for further developments!ó 

Trudy Slean 
239-455-2707 
trudy@graceplacenaples.org 
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Every day extraordinary people from the Naples/Marco 
community come to share their time and talents at Grace 
Place with those less fortunate.  Volunteers can be found 
directly involved in the life of a child or family as well as 
providing a myriad of services from the food pantry to the 
office, property maintenance to special projects, gardening to 
grant writing, event planning to Board leadership.   

 

We are currently looking for individuals interested in 
serving in the following areas: 
 
 

 Board of Directors 
 

 Campaign Committee 
 

 Building Committee 
 

 Endowment Committee 

 Finance Committee 

 Event Planning 

 Docents to lead tours of Grace Place 

 Computer Lab helpers with youth and adults 

 Van drivers for our Bright Beginnings program 

 Elementary program  
        Special interest Helpers: Gardening, Music & Arts 
 

 Middle School program:   
        Tutors in math, science and writing 
 

 High School program:   
        Mentors for college and career goals 

 
Contact: Stephanie (  239-455-2707 

stephaniecampbell@graceplacenaples.org  
 

 

Leadership & Service Opportunities 

Invest Your TIME & TALENTS 
 

Tickets and information available in the Grace Place Office  
Contact: patty@graceplacenaples.org 

  
Taste of Grace Ladies Luncheon 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Saturday, February 26th, 12 noon 

 

Mardi Gras Casino Night Benefit 
Naples Hilton 

Friday, March 4th, 6:00 - 10:00pm 
Sponsored by: The Pelican Bay Kiwanis Club 

Tickets: $75 includes dinner, entertainment & games 

 

Strawberry Festival and Concerts 
Cornerstone United Methodist Church 

Immokalee Road, Naples 
Friday thru Sunday, March 4th - 6th 

 

Naples-Marco AACA Car Show Benefit 
The Naples Depot 

Saturday, March 19th,  10:00am - 4:00pm 

 

Pelican Marsh Womanõs Club  

Fashion Show Benefit 
Pelican Marsh Country Club 

Wednesday, March 30. 11:30am 

 

Mark Your Calendar NOW! 

FUN & FRIENDS & FUNDing 

 

 

ALLALL     proceeds to benefitproceeds to benefit   

Grace PlaceGrace Place   

Friday, March 4   6:00Friday, March 4   6:00 --10:00pm10:00pm   

Hilton Naples   5111 Tamiami Trail NHilton Naples   5111 Tamiami Trail N   

Tickets or Info (239) 290Tickets or Info (239) 290 --37033703   

Tickets
Tickets  Available at 

Available at Grace Place 

Grace Place Office
Office  

mailto:stephaniecampbell@graceplacenaples.org


5 

Did you know?   
Grace Place Middle School program...  

LINKS to School  
 

Building on the success of our elementary program, the Grace Place LINKS 
program provides the academic and personal support vulnerable middle school 
students need during these risky years of development.  Meeting every 
Tuesday and Thursday right on their own school campus means this program 
has access to the curriculum, computer labs, and resources of the school to 
immediately assist students with their school work. 
 

Lead teacher, Lisa Hanba (who was recently chosen as a Teacher of Distinction and candidate for 
Golden Apple Teacher) has developed an after-school program that provides the students with homework 
assistance, tutoring, leadership opportunities, and a support group of mentors and friends.  Hanba and co
-teacher Eileen Herzog (whose specialty is working with kids with special needs) are GGMS teachers all 
day which makes them right on top of curriculum matters, student scores and aptitudes, and awareness 
of school priorities and issues the students face. 
 

Two high school interns, and several outstanding adult volunteers, provide encouragement, positive 
mentoring relationships, and direct tutoring in math, science, writing and other skills.  More volunteers 
are needed in this important program.  òWhatõs most important is building a positive relationship 
with the students,ó says Tom Gemmer, Director.  òLearning and success are built on personal 
connections with adults who care.ó 

 
Did you know?   

Grace Place Middle School program...  

LINKS to Careers  
 

A day-off from school doesnôt mean sitting in front of the TV for Grace Place 
middle school students.  Itôs an opportunity to go on a career-exploration field 
trip!  What better age than those in-between middle school years to begin to 
dream (and then study and plan for) what to be ñwhen I grow upò. 
 

On the bus to Florida Gulf Coast University recently, questions were heard 
such as:  What are you interested in?  What opportunities are out there for 
me?  How would I prepare to get there?  Could I really do something like that? 

 

Field trips like this one, as well as planned trips to look at medical careers at the hospital, careers in hospitality, construction, engineering, and 
various service industries, open up a world of possibilities for young people whose life experience so far has been limited.  Mentors and 
chaperones have the opportunity to encourage and shape young lives.  Please let us know if you would be willing to share your business 
or career with our young people! 

 
Did you know? 

Career Path Success Academy provides a...  

LINK for High School students  
 
Secrets for success are revealed to all interested  Golden Gate High 
School students who are serious about their academic performance 
during Friday afternoon classes at Grace Place.  Students work with 
a mentor on ñThe Making of a Championò program to develop the 
desire, habits, confidence and attitudes of a champion which will help 
them succeed and achieve their goals in life. 
 

Interested adults from all career fields are invited to join in 
providing the mentoring support these young people need to 
prepare for and make the transition to college and career! 

Middle School students visit Florida Gulf Coast University.  


