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a 501(c)3  
non-profit Organization 
Established June 2004 

 

 

 Programs: 
Bright Beginnings  

 Elementary After School  
 Middle School LINKS  
Summer Day Camps 
Youth Development 

English Literacy for Adults 
Emergency Food Pantry 

 
 

Board of Directors: 
Phil Plessinger, Chair 
Theo Etzel, Past-Chair 

Don Grandi, Vice Chair 
Trisha Hare, Treasurer 

Donna Cusack, Secretary 
Molly Godley 
Bill Hazzard 
Kristen Petry 
Mario Valle 

 

Executive Director: 
Rev. Stephanie Munz Campbell 

 

Tax-exempt Donations: 
Individual Checks 
Charitable Grants  
Planned Giving 

 Stocks & Securities 
 

You may now 
DONATE ONLINE AT: 

www.graceplacenaples.org 
 

 

Mail:  PO Box 990531 
Naples, FL  34116 

Site: 4300 21st Ave. SW,  
Golden Gate city, Florida 
( (239) 455-2707   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

a United Way  
Collier County Partner Agency 

Grace Place 
A faith-based, non-profit neighborhood education center  

teaching literacy, language, and life skills  
to at-risk children & working poor families in Golden Gate city 

 

SUMMER  ƴ  2011  

 

 

ñTwo-thirds of the achievement gap  
between lower-income and higher-income youth 

can be explained by unequal access 
to summer learning opportunitiesò 

Johns Hopkins University, Spring 2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Bridging the Gap  Ƹ Sponsor a Child  

     Grace Placeõs Goal is 96  campers  this summer!  

 $100/child per week    OR   $400/child per session  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Celebrate the Arts  

Learning through Creativity!  

 

¶ Music     ¶ Performing Arts     ¶ Digital & Graphic Art       ¶ Dance 

¶ Visual Arts              ¶ Crafts         ¶  Photography               ¶ Poetry  
 

PLUS field trips to Galleries, Exhibitions, Concerts, and Performances 
 

ñArts education helps to build a whole student, a student that understands 

themselves and can understand the world in an interactive way  

where they are getting influences visually, but also are participating  

in that visual conversation with the world.ò 
 

ñIn addition to giving students a voice, art enables brain development  

and enables better performance in other subjects.ò 
 

 

 
òAnd now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love.ó   Ǆ   1 Corinthians 13:13  

 

 

You will receive pictures and a personal note from the child YOU sponsor! 
Consider a gift... in honor of your friends, children, grandchildren, or others! 
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ñFor its poorest students, America doesnôt have a 

school problem.  It has a summer vacation problem.ò   

Thatôs the conclusion of a 2006 Johns Hopkins University 
research, as reported in the fascinating book, ñOutliers ï 
The Story of Success,ò by Malcom Gladwell.  Comparing 
pre-summer and post-summer scores of lower-income 
children and middle-class children, they found the reading 
scores of the poor kids went up only 0.26 points.   

The reading scores of the wealthier kids, by contrast, 
went up a whopping 52.49 points.  These kids arenôt 
necessarily smarter than the others ï they are just out-
learning them. They are putting in a few solid months of 
learning during the summer.   

ñWhen it comes to reading skills, poor kids learn nothing 
when school is not in session.ò 

At Grace Place this summer, 96 elementary children will 
get a whole extra month of learning, helping bridge this 
gap.  Outstanding teachers (see below) will involve them 
in challenging and engaging lessons ï reading, writing, 
math, and science all around the theme of ñCelebrate the 
Arts.ò  Exceptional college student interns, along with a 
cadre of committed volunteers, will provide a multitude of 
opportunities for hands-on learning through projects, 
music, arts, crafts, games, drama, performance, and field 
trips. 

Will you help us bridge the learning gap by 
sponsoring a child for Summer Day Camp, providing 
resources, volunteering in the classrooms, or sharing 
 your talents?  Just think what a 
 difference your investment will         
 make in the life and future of a 

child  child this summer! 

      
 Grace and peace, 
 Rev. Stephanie Munz Campbell 
 Executive Director 

Letter from the Director 

A new collaboration with our Partners to End Hunger  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Place has served as the intake agency, helping 
bring food out into our community this year.  Together 
with the Hunger & Homeless Coalition, Harry Chapin 
Food Bank, Kids Against Hunger & NCEF, we are 
helping bring food to sites at Golden Gate Middle 
School, Coral Palms Apartments, and the Golden Gate 
Community Center.   

All of this is in addition to our weekly Grace Place Food 
Pantry providing food for 140-170 families every Friday!  
We couldnôt do it without the help of so many volunteers, 
churches, community groups, and supporters ï 
THANKS! 

Summer is a really difficult time for families in need.  
Imagine hungry children at home without school 
breakfasts and lunches available.  Imagine less family 
income as your work hours are reduced during the off-
season.  Imagine walking in the mid-day sun with a 
stroller and small children to ask for one bag of 
groceries. 

We need your help continuing to meet the need!   
 

¶ Organize a food drive with your church, club, VBS, 
organization, and/or neighborhood. 
 

¶ Bring dry and canned goods to Grace Place any 
weekday, 8:30 am ï 5:00 pm. 
 

¶ Volunteer on Fridays ï to volunteer, contact Patty at 
patty@graceplacenaples.org  

Mobile Food Pantry 

WOWé  ñGolden Appleò & ñTeacher of Distinctionò 

We are so proud of Kim Sweat and Lisa Hanba 
for their recognition from the Education 
Foundation of Collier County in May of 2011.  And 
we are very proud to have two of the very best 
teachers in Collier on staff at Grace Place! 
 

Kim founded and led our middle school program and 
has taught in our Summer Camp program for several 
years.  For two years now Lisa has led and 
continues to develop our middle school program and 
taught in our Summer camp program.  Both of these 
exceptional teachers will be leading our academic 
classes this summer and helping us bridge the 
achievement gap with our students! 

Grace Place Summer Staff includes a Golden Apple Teacher 
(Kim Sweat -L) and a Teacher of Distinction (Lisa Hanba - R). 

mailto:patty@graceplacenaples.org
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Do you remember the first time you stood on the beach and looked out at the Gulf of Mexico?  Didnôt it seem as 
though the sea stretched out forever?  Did you wonder if it was possible to get to the other side? 
For most of us in Naples, going to the beach is a fairly common experience. When we took the Grace Place Summer 
Camp last summer however, it was the first time many of these children had ever even seen the Gulf.  Incredible, isnôt it?   

Latest Updates in ñThe Campaign for Grace Placeò 2011-2014 

Purpose   4-year Goal  Progress-to-Date (4/1/2011) 
Program Growth  $2.875 M   Well on the way to meeting our 2011 goals 
    and laying a strong foundation for 2012-2014. 

Capital Expansion  $3.5 M    Over $2M in gifts and commitments received. 
 

Endowment Fund  $1 M    Endowment Committee formed and Fund will be established by  
    the end of this first year of the Campaign 

With the help of Grace Place these children (and their 
families) are now crossing the gulf between... 

¶ other languages at home to academic success in English 
at school, 

¶ parents with less than a fifth grade education raising 
children who achieve college and career goals  

¶ and adults who are accomplishing better jobs, community 
involvement, and citizenship. 
 
With YOUR support... Grace Place is helping these 
children and families, and crossing our own amazing gulf. 

¶ When we were founded in June 2004, the Grace Place 
after-school reached 60 children two-days-week and the 
Bright Beginnings for mothers and little ones had just begun 
with one class. 

Together, the ñlensò of our mission remains clear.  We continue to make the passage toward our goals with vision, 

leadership, abiding faith, and your support.  If we stay on course with your wind at our back, weôll find that the gulf is not 

that wide after all - we can cross it together! For more information on joining us as we navigate The Campaign for Grace 

Place, please call 455-2707 or email me.at trudy@graceplacenaples.org.              Trudy Slean, Development Manager  

We bridged that gulf with vision, leadership, faith and volunteers.  And with your continued support, we will 
reach our goal for our four-year Campaign (2011-2014) to double the number of people we serve and sustain our 
mission long into the future.  Can we cross this gulf?  Look at how far weôve come already: 

 
 

How wide is the Gulf? 
 

mailto:trudy@graceplacenaples.org
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ñThe Door at Grace Placeò  by Gerri Miller 
 

It was a time of loss.  My years of Board service and 
volunteering at The Learning Connection had come to an 
end when they closed their doors in 2004.  My beloved 
husband of 47 years had just passed away.  I knew I 
needed to find something to fill my time. 
 

Rev. Stephanie was in the process of launching Grace 
Place for Children & Families.  My recent experience had 
taught me how great the needs were in this area, so I 
signed up to tutor elementary children almost seven years 
ago.  Each week, I see that our After School education 
programs are dramatically improving grades and social 
skills.  And itôs hard to beat getting a hug from our kids 
when they get off the bus! 
 

Grace Place opened its door and touched my heart.   It 
has been a joy to also financially support Grace Place 
over the years and I am delighted to make my 
commitment to the Campaign. I have been financially 
blessed and with Godôs blessing I want to give back to 
make sure that the work being done here continues 
forever. 
 

They say when one door closes, another opens.  Itôs 
so true.  And now, with Grace Place, Iôm helping open 
doors for children and families in need.  I hope you 
will make your commitment and join us!  

PLANS and PROGRESS 

What are YOU doing with your Summer? A Supporterõs Testimonial  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Multi -Purpose Building Plans  

We are planning a renovation  
to create four new classrooms! 

 

This summer the Sanctuary building will undergo a 
complete renovation ï creating bright, new, attractive and 
effective space to use for classrooms, auditorium, and 
multi-purpose activities.  This Phase I of our Capital Plans 
will enable our programs to grow to serve an additional 
120 students in our programs for the coming school year.   

 
The Board of Directors and Building Committee are 
pleased to have selected for this project PBS 
Construction along with David Corban, Architect, and 
Agnoli, Barber & Brundage, Civil Engineers.  These 
partners are bringing exceptional skills and a generous 
commitment to the project and the mission of Grace 
Place. 

 
The renovations will include:  new flooring, ceilings, and 
lighting; completely remodeled and updated bathrooms; 
moveable partition classroom walls; an expanded and 
enhanced side entrance way; a new chancel/stage 
platform with audio-visual capabilities; a fire suppression 
system, and attractive landscaping.   

 
This summer we all will see exciting evidence of your 
donation dollars at work ï creating the capacity to 
continue to change lives for years to come! 
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                   Art for the Kidsô Sake 
                                           A Collaboration with the Von Liebig Art Center 

 
Grace Place is honored to have been awarded a capacity-building grant from the 
Community Foundation of Collier County to collaborate on a project with the Von 
Liebig Center for the Arts!  There will be lots of opportunities for artistic expression, 
hands-on learning, and community involvement as together we select and work with an 
artist to create a graphic representation for our Campaign and then ultimately incorporate 
that image as a permanent installation in our new building.   

 

This exciting collaboration represents a very unique and special opportunity for Grace Place, the chosen artist, our 
children, and our community.  In addition to interactive experiences with the artist, other ideas include having our children 
create their own graphic images for judging, meeting and learning from the artist in person, visiting the Von Liebig, and 
possible art competitions and special events.  Innovative opportunities to increase community awareness of Grace Place 
will build our capacity to help us reach our learning and our Campaign goals.   
 

Grace Place is so enthusiastic about this first-ever collaboration with the Von Liebig ï and who knows, some 
budding artists may be discovered at Grace Place in the process! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

Building safe and happy familiesétogether 
 

The Childrenôs Advocacy Center and The Childrenôs Hospital of Southwest 
Florida collaborate with Grace Place again this Summer. We are pleased to be 
able to work together to offer this outstanding program to families this summer right 
here at Grace Place.  Families who have been on our waiting list all year are eager to 
attend as well as new families.  These specialized group parenting classes teach 
parents how to focus on their strengths and set appropriate expectations for their 
children. 
 

The focus of the Partners in Parenting program is to strengthen family relationships 
and promote positive behaviors and lifestyles. The curriculum, Nurturing Parenting 
Program, authored by Dr. Stephen J. Bavolek, Ph.D. has proven to be an effective 
and successful parenting course. 
 

We are also very excited that the bi-lingual teacher of the course will be our own 
Adriana Gyorkos, who is a graduate of Grace Place Bright Beginnings and 
Family Literacy programs.  Adriana, who now works for the Childrenôs 
Advocacy Center and also volunteers as a translator for Bright Beginnings 
programs at Grace Place, is a powerful role model for the other mothers. 

                                Make a Joyful Noise! 
                                                    ñWe are at Grace Place; we like it here!ò 

 

These words are being sung every week at Grace Place. A grant from the Hobbs 
Foundation is funding a new music initiative for our elementary students. Sharon 
Denisen, a retired music teacher, is engaging every student in our elementary after 
school program (106 children) in a weekly music lesson.  

Sharon provides a broad music experience, including learning new songs, adding 
sign language with the lyrics, trying out a variety of rhythm instruments, and even 
reading and interacting with books that have a music theme! In addition, ten 
students have formed the Kids at Grace Place Chorus, a special performing 
group committed to extra rehearsals after the daily program ends. The Chorus had 
their debut performance at our Volunteer Appreciation event and joined the 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Choir at their annual concert.  

We are excited about this new program since we know that music engages 
the heart, mind and spirit, and contributes to intellectual development and 
academic achievement. Come visit a music class, and look for the next 

performance of the Kids at Grace Place Chorus! 
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Please forgive us for any errors and please notify our office of needed corrections. Ǆ Thank you to individuals who give through individual 
churches or groups who are not individually listed. Ǆ And much appreciation to so many who bring bags of food every week too! 

THANK YOUðWe could not do this without YOU!  
Donations Received: February 1, 2011 - April 1, 2011 

        ¶ Wednesday, April 13
th
 OR  Wednesday, April 27

th
 at 7:00 pm ¶ 

                            Desserts & Recognition with our Adult ESL Students, Volunteers, and Families 
 

                        ¶ Saturday, May 7
th
 at 1:30 pm ¶ 

          Picnic & Games with our Bright Beginnings Children, Volunteers, and Families 
 

           ¶ Monday, May 9
th
, OR Tuesday, May 10

th
 5:00 pm ¶ 

                 Childrenôs Chorus & Program and Ice Cream Social with our School Age Children, Volunteers, and Families 

Thank Heavené Grace Place is Seven!          

  YOU are invited to Celebrate our Seventh Birthday with us. Grace Place was founded on June 14, 2004 and we 
plan to have several parties to celebrate!  You are invited to join us for any of the following celebrations: 

Grants 
PGA Of Collier County 
Community Foundation of Collier County 
 
Churches 
Boca Grande UMC Women 
Church Women United  
Covenant Presbyterian 
Emmanuel Lutheran 
Emmanuel Lutheran Women 
First Presbyterian Women 
Hope Lutheran Gulf Cove Women 
Naples United Church Of Christ 
North Naples UMC 
North Naples UMC Jessie Circle 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian 
 
Community Foundation 
Warren & Jean Tischler 
 
Campaign Program Sustainers 
Ackerman, Mark & Laura 
Austin, Jim & Mary Jane 
Aydelette, Rob & Charmaine 
Bergmann, Roger & Peggy 
Brown, John & Holly 
Bryant, Wes & Mary 
Buehler, Fred & Linda 
Calloway, Steve & Patty 
Campbell, Homer & Esther 
Campbell, John & Stephanie 
Campbell, Laren 
Coffey, John & Janice 
Dunbar, Bob & Christine 
Ettinger, Ethel 
Etzel, Theo & Kim 
Garcia, Pamela 
Gemmer, Tom & Linda 
Godley, Molly  
Grandi, Don & Kathy 
Hahn, Jim & Nancy 
Halverson, Sam & Delia 
Hill, Scott & Kelly 
Hilton, Ron & Beth 
Horner, Robert & Shirley 
Jacobs, John & Pamela 
Johnson, Frank & Carol 
Jordan, John & Lois 
Kiwanis Club Golden Gate 
Lange, Susan 
Lefkow, Brooke & Lisa 

(Campaign Program Sustainers continued) 
Macera, Matthew & Jessica 
McLaughlin, Jim & Jane 
Plessinger, Phil & Grace 
Ponton, Richard & Diane 
Rus, Arlyn & Claire 
Salem, Al & Marilyn 
Simonis, Charlotte 
Thames, Warren & Diane 
Thompson, Thomas & Beth 
Tinsley, Mark & Lynn 
Vlasho, Lou & Patricia 
White, Ed & Allison 
VanArsdale, Sonny & Karen 
 
Gifts: $10,000.00+ 
Alexander, James & June 
Leander, Hank & Louise 
 
Gifts: $1,000-$9,999 
Clemmensen, Paul & Kris 
Kurz, George & Elisabeth 
George Erbe Subfund of 
The Lutheran Community Foundation 
 
Gifts: $500-$999 
BCHS Band Boosters 
Gambill, Malcolm & Helen 
KeyBank Foundation 
Lely Palms Retirement Com. 
Lippert, Doug & Marcha 
McDonald, Bonnie 
Rotary Naples Pelican Bay 
 
Gifts: $100-$499 
Barton, James & Kay 
Beamer, John 
Brown, Hank & Elanie 
Chiarello, Gustav & Linda 
Cornell, R William & Chloe 
Dahbura, Abbud & Mary 
Dobbs, Mary Hill 
Jameson, Jack & Connie 
Kirschner, Rich & Nancy 
Kuhn, Stephen & Sandra 
Lyberg, Peter  &Carol 
Moore, David & Pamela 
Optimist Club Of Naples 
Otto, Merle & Geraldine 
Perkins, Jerry 
Rainey, Chuck and Allison 

(Gifts: $100-$499 continued) 
Roeser, Pete & Heidi 
Sampsell, Martha 
Schrader, Raymond & Melissa 
Shepherd, Aaron & Karen 
Simonson, Dale & Judie 
Strolle, David & Carolyn 
Tymcio, Judith 
Waganer, Mike & Jackie 
Ward, Margaret 
Wood, John R & Wanda 
Workinger, Sally 
 
Gifts: $5 - $99 
Adams, Bill & Patricia 
Allen, Bruce & Diane 
Beam, Harold & Barbara 
Boersma, Marie 
Daniel, Porter & Judith 
Diephouse, Alvin & Margaret 
Fredrickson, Bruce & Karen 
Herbert, Stanley & Nancy 
Hougsted, Wesley & Judith 
Jacobs, Edward & Bettina 
Kersch, Keith & Gloria 
King, Rodney H 
Kleber, John & Margaret 
Kling, William & Barbara 
Krigbaum, Mary 
Larimer, James 
Markham, Richard 
Mowry, Stephen & Careda 
Needham, William & Amparo 
Paschal, Linda 
Plamondon, Joy 
Pointer, Nancy 
Povlsen, Paul & Beth 
Ransom, Charles & Mary 
Scheideler, Robert & Judith 
Stallard, Helen 
Thomas, John & Mildred 
Webster, Lee & Nippe, Elayne 
 
 
In Honor of: 
 
Hamby Barton 90th B-Day 
Walker, Marlys 
 
Gerri Miller 
Shakti, Rochelle 

(In Honor of: continued) 
 

Joyce De Nooyer 
Boot, Marjorie 
 

Stonebridge Book Club 
Karna Small Bodman 
 

Leo & Gail King 
Williams, Billie Anne 
 

Steve Mckinney 
Bryant, Wes & Mary 
 

Patty Vlasho 
Atkins, Susan 
 

Russell Peterson 
Bryant, Wes & Mary 
 

Claire Actelli 
Pfeuffer, Sharon 
 
 

In Memory of: 
 

Alex Hart 
Brown, Hank & Elanie 
Campbell, Louise  
Champagne, Raymond & Janet 
Coates, Ramsey & Gail 
Cosse, Jon 
Hartung, Rich 
John Dagger & Ellen Weissbrodt 
Koor, James & Sally 
Marks, Lester & Hart, Miriam 
Neumann, Roger & Luetta 
Oldham, Saralene 
Schaffer, Bob & Jean 
Schmidt, Ulrich & Joan 
Stewart, James & Mary 
Vaughan, James & Eleanor 
Veritable Staff 
Whittaker, Joyce 
 

Linda Endler 
Galer, Judith 
Ralston, Linda 
 

Bob Boot 
Graham, Adele 
 
Audrey Seeley 
Hersrud, Morris & Marian 
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�Ì  2011 Volunteers of the Year �Ì  
 

¶  Overall Volunteers:  
       Jim & Jane McLaughlin 
¶  Diakonia:  
       Doug Seekins 
¶  Bright Beginnings:  
       Pam Tigges 
¶  Mom Mentoring:  
       Maribel Lopez 
¶  School-Age Programs: 
       Joyce Foley 
¶  Adult ESL: 
       Gloria Comin 
¶  Food Pantry:  
      Esther Duncan  
 

 

�´�7�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �E�U�L�Q�J�� �V�X�Q�V�K�L�Q�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�Y�H�V�� �R�I�� �R�W�K�H�U�V��
�F�D�Q�Q�R�W�� �N�H�H�S�� �L�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���µ�� �3�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���� �-�L�P�� �D�Q�G��
Jane McLaughlin, our Overall Volunteers for 2011.  

 

NEW Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Volunteer Coordinator, Sheila Smyth connects 
volunteers to the mission of Grace Place! 

 

For more information about volunteering please 
contact  Sheila at Sheila@graceplacenaples.org 
 

Volunteers don't get paid;  
not because they're worthless... 
...but because they're PRICELESS!  

 

18,000+ volunteer hours @ $20.85/hour* = $375,300 value-added to Grace Place 
 

Grace Place is founded on the understanding that our community is a stronger, safer, better 
place for all when the more fortunate among us use our time, talents, and gifts in service to the 
most vulnerable among us.  Our entire community shares in the responsibility to support the 
healthy development of all children. 

 

*$20.85 was the standard acceptable value for a volunteer hour in 2009. 

VOLUNTEER  this  SUMMER 
Grace Place Day Camp   Ƶ  June 20 - August 12, 2011 

 

    ¶  Youth Volunteers: Earn Community Service Hours. (Must be 14yrs old or older.) 

    ¶  Adult Volunteers: We need your help with tutoring and positive mentoring. 

    ¶  Church and Community Groups: Schedule for a one-day special event! 
 

V Mornings  9:00am-12 noon  
Assist in a small groups classroom or go one-on-one with reading, math, 

writing, science and other engaging learning activities. 
 

V Afternoons 12:30 -  4:30pm  
Help our staff chaperone a field trip, assist in an enrichment activity,  

or lead in a creative class*. Join the FUN for summer ! 
 

*Share your interests in arts, crafts, music, cooking, sewing, drama, dance, yoga, 
 golf, chess, photography, etc. Volunteer for one, or several weeks, or selected days. 
Summer Volunteers must sign-up in advance to attend Orientation and Training 

sessions.  Contact: Sheila Smyth at Sheila@graceplacenaples.org 

 

YOUR  
PHOTO 
belongs 
here! 


